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remission of their sins, though they weigh like moun-
tains. Who shall adequately describe its sacred streams,
its temples, its khetras, its fragrant flowers, and all the
merits and advantages of a sojourn in such a land ? What
necessity, indeed, can there be for enlarging on the
praise of a region which the Devatas themselves delight
to inhabit?* However popular some of the other
temples of Orissa may have been in past times, it is
to Jagannatha-Khetra that the bulk of the pilgrims
wend their way, and with " seeing" the deity there
generally remain content.

The name Puri signifies " the city," it being regarded
by many Hindus as the most important place on earth.
It is built on the sandy shore of the Bay of Bengal,
and the hill on which the temple stands is only about
twenty feet higher than the surrounding plain. One
of the strangest facts about the temple and its great
inhabitant is this, that whilst he is regarded as the
incarnation of Vishnu, the mildest and most genial of
deities, in European writings he is styled the Moloch
of India. It is true that many have perished under
the wheels of his car; but this has not been because
they imagined blood to be an acceptable offering to
him. In some cases those who sacrificed themselves
felt secure of heaven if they died within the limits
of the holy place, and did not wish to return to the
world, where further sin was possible ; in others, whilst
familiar with the cruel rites pleasing to Devi, but
ignorant of Jagannatha's character, imagined that their
voluntary immolation would please him. Pilgrims
start on a protracted course of wandering, and whilst
familiar with the tenets of the sect in which they
have been initiated, and the character of their own

* "Kapila Sanhita," quoted in As. Soc. Journal, vol. xv. p. 166.